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Military Family Network Community Connections Program

Reaching millions of military families and community members every month, the Military Family Network designed the Community Connections Program to give people and community groups a chance to connect and build relationships with military families to show support and have fun. 

“These are anxious times, and there is a lot of unknown. Military families face a lot of unknowns. Community doesn’t have to be one of them,” said Caroline Peabody, network spokesperson. 

“Every organization, both on and off the installation, wishes that military families would know about them, what they are doing, where and who they are- we give them the opportunity to talk about their programs in the best and most reliable place to get the word out,” Peabody continued. "We are making the World a Home for Military Families by deploying the full power of community," she said. As an "America Supports You" Team Member, the Military Family Network helps America connect with soldiers and their families. 

The network is an official Google news provider and serves communities and military families across the world by ensuring that information about local, regional and national programs and activities is delivered to those who need it most- military families and the communities that serve them. 

The Community Connections Program also operates as a centralized communication and information portal for military families to receive information from and communicate with organizations and program providers that serve them. Registered organizations receive a forum, help with press releases and are highlighted in the Network’s Neighborhood e-Zine sent to thousands of military families and communities each month. 

How it Works 

Interested individuals and organizations register free on emilitary.org and contact the network to set up an online forum. Then, the network asks organizations to provide a group of ambassadors for their program who will post regularly and schedule live neighborhood chats so that military families can interact with them. Individuals who desire to provide information about their communities for military families may also establish “neighborhoods” online. "We are bridging the gap between military and community life," noted Peabody. 

Why and Why Now?

Studies conducted by all branches of the military and notable academics such as Dr. James Martin, Dr. Gary Bowen and the RAND corporation indicate that many military members and their families are not aware of what is available to them in their communities-on and off the installation and community connectivity is key to increasing the well-being of the modern military family. 

“Our nation is at war. Military families need community, not just a phone book. They need to connect now- to know what is out there, and to be able to learn from each other and build on that knowledge. Our network provides this and more,” said Peabody. 

Most military families live off installations or are not geographically connected to one. The percentage of families disconnected from resources ranges from 66-75% and building a sense of community presents an ongoing challenge. 

“We have policy, we know what will work- our network provides the venue, the vehicle for community building for the modern military family. We are about making communities a home for military families, about creating connections, building relationships and establishing a neighborhood that can go with them no matter where they go- a dependable and consistent place supported by all facets of the community,” said Peabody. 

